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THE FUN THEY HAD 
by Isaac Asimov  

CHARACTERS 
 Margie – Estela Algada  
 Tommy – Raquel Gomollón 
 Grandfather – Luis Trébol 
 Mother – Yolanda del Bosque 
 Inspector – Miguel Deza 
 Teacher – Miguel Angel Lafuente 
 

Short synopsis   

"The Fun They Had" is a radio fiction  based on the short story by American writer Isaac Asimov 
in 1951. 
Set in the year 2157, when children learn individually at home using a mechanical teacher 
(robotic teacher), the story tells of an eleven-year-old Margie Jones, whose neighbor Tommy finds 
a real book in the attic of his house.  
This makes Margie reminded of the words that her grandfather used to tell about the earlier 
school days. It tells about a time when children use to learn in a group of the same age of students 
in large schools that were not merely designated rooms in private houses as in the year 2157.  
Margie and Tommy discuss what it must have been like to study together with a real person as a 
teacher, and though at first Margie is skeptical about the notion, by the end of the story she 
daydreams while sitting on the chair before the mechanical teacher about what it must have been 
like for 'the fun they had'.  
This story is an inspiration and a motivating factor that epitomizes the view of a child towards 
his/her schools. 

 
   

FX  KEYBOARD COMPUTER BG 

 
Margie: May 17th 2157. Today, Tommy found a real book!"  It was a very old 
book. Margie's grandfather once said that when he was a little boy his grandfather 
told him that there was a time when all stories were printed on paper. 
  

FX BOOK PAGES PASSING SLOWLY 
 
GRANDFATHER: They turned the pages, which were yellow and crinkly, and it 
was awfully funny to read words that stood still instead of moving the way they 
were supposed to-on a screen, you know. And then, when they turned back to the 
page before, it had the same words on it that it had had when they read it the first 
time. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Science_fiction
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isaac_Asimov
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FX KEYBOARD AND PAGES OUT 

 
Tommy:- Gee, what a waste! When you're through with the book, you just throw 
it away, I guess. Our television screen must have had a million books on it and it's 
good for plenty more. I wouldn't throw it away. 
 
Margie:- Same with mine, I am eleven and hadn't seen as many telebooks as you 
had. You are thirteen.  
Where did you find it? 
 
Tommy:-At home…  -PAUSE-  In the attic.. 
 
Margie:- What’s it about? 
 
Tommy:-School. 
Margie:- School? What's there to write about school? I hate school. 
I always hated school, but now I hated it more than ever. The mechanical teacher 
had been giving me test after test and it had been doing worse and worse. 
 
 FX DOORBELL (2P) 
 
 MOTHER AND INSPECTOR VOICES BG 
 Mother: Morning… Come in, come in...  
 Inspector: Good Morning. The teacher, please? 
 Mother: Yes… upstairs.  
 Inspector: If the problem is what I think I solve it quickly... don't worry. 
 
Margie:- My mother has called the teacher inspector. There he is. 
That plump and weird-faced little man, who always carries a box with tools and 
cables. 
 
 FX STEPS ON WOOD FLOOR. BG TO PP. STOP. 
 
Inspector: Hi… Margie. Do you want an apple? I’ll fix this broken teacher in a 
hurry. 
 

FX WORKING ON THE TEACHER  MACHINE 
 

Margie: (thinking to herself)  
Don't fix it, don't fix it ... 
Lose a piece... mount it wrong... mount it wrong... 
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 FX WORKING ON THE TEACHER  FADE OUT 

 
Inspector: (smiling) Well Margie, here you go again. Ready to continue with your 
lessons. 
 
Margie:  Good!  And the questions slot? Is it working? 
 
Inspector: (smiling) Sure! Of course!! As good as if it were new. Remember that 
you have to write the answers correctly to calculate the grades well ... 
 
Margie:  Yes. I learned the code when I was little. At six years old… 
 
Inspector:  Yes! Of course! When you were a little girl, of course! Now you are 
older… 
 
Inspector:  It's not the girl's fault, Mrs. Jones. I think the geography sector was 
too fast. It sometimes happens. I have tuned it to a level suitable for ten years of 
age. But the general pattern of progress is very satisfactory. 
 
Mother: Thank you very much, inspector. 
 
 FX DOOR CLOSE 
 MUSIC BACKGROUND 001 2P 
 
Margie: (2P REVER) 
They had once taken Tommy's teacher away for nearly a month because the 
history sector had blanked out completely. 
 

FX SCHOOL SOUNDS 2P  
 
Margie: - Why would anyone write about school? 
 
Tommy: - Because it's not our kind of school, stupid. This is the old kind of school 
that they had hundreds and hundreds of years ago… centuries. 
 
Margie: - Well, I don't know what kind of school they had all that time ago. 
Anyway, they had a teacher. 
 
Tommy:- Sure they had a teacher, but it wasn't a regular teacher. It was a man. 
 
Margie: - A man? How could a man be a teacher? 
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Tommy:- Well, he just told the boys and girls things and gave them homework 
and asked them questions. 
 
Margie: - A man isn't smart enough. 
 
Tommy: - Sure he is. My father knows as much as my teacher. 
 
Margie: - He can't. A man can't know as much as a teacher. 
 
Tommy: - He knows almost as much, I betcha. 
 
Margie: -I wouldn't want a strange man in my house to teach me. 
 
Tommy: - Ja, ja! You don't know much, Margie. The teachers didn't live in the 
house. They had a special building and all the kids went there. 
 
Margie: - And all the kids learned the same thing? 
 
Tommy: - Sure, if they were the same age. 
 
Margie: - But my mother says a teacher has to be adjusted to fit the mind of each 
boy and girl it teaches and that each kid has to be taught differently. 
 
Tommy: - Just the same they didn't do it that way then. If you don't like it, you 
don't have to read the book. 
 
Margie: - I didn't say I didn't like it. I wanted to read about those funny schools. 
 

FX SCHOOL SOUNDS FADE OUT 
MUSIC BACKGROUND 001 FADE OUT 

 
MADRE: (2P) - Margie! School! 
 
Margie: - Not yet, Mamma. Wait a minute! 
 
MADRE: (2P SCREAM) -Now!  
 
MADRE: (CLOSE) And it's probably time for Tommy. 
 
Margie: - Tommy, ¿ Can I read the book some more with you after school? 
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Tommy: -Maybe See you. 
 
 -TOMMY GO OUT WHISTLING 
 
 FX COMPUTER ON 
 FX ELECTRONIC BUZZ 2P 
 
Margie: Buf!  Everyday it starts at the same time…  
 
MADRE: You already know that you learn better with a regular Schedule, 

Margie… 

 
TEACHER: - Today's arithmetic lesson is on the addition of proper fractions. 
Please insert yesterday's homework in the proper slot. 
 
 
Margie: (SIGHING)  
…and at the old schools they had when my grandfather's grandfather was a little 
boy…  
All the kids from the whole neighborhood came, laughing and shouting in the 
schoolyard… sitting together in the schoolroom… going home together at the end 
of the day…  
They learned the same things… so they could help one another on the homework 
and talk about it.  
And the teachers were people... 
 
 FX COMPUTER BEEP 
 
MAESTRO:- When we add the fractions 1/2 and 1/4...FADE OUT) 
 
 FX ELECTRONIC BUZZ FADE OUT 

 END MUSIC PP AND CREDITS 

 


